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TJC Anti-Hunger Advocacy 

Our mission: End hunger in Tennessee by protecting and 

strengthening the federal nutrition programs: SNAP, WIC, 

Child Nutrition Programs

• Improve access and remove barriers to programs 

• Advocate for solutions to systemic issues

• Educate and inform

• Provide policy expertise

• Direct client work



Federal Nutrition Programs

SNAP Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance 

Program

WIC Special 
Supplemental Nutrition 

Program for Women 
Infant and Children

NSLP National School 
Lunch Program

SBP School Breakfast 
Program

SFSP Summer Food 
Service Program

CACFP Child and Adult 
Care Food Program



Immigrant Data

• 5% Tennesseans (1 in 20) are immigrants1

• 4% Tennesseans are born citizens w/ one immigrant parent1

• Children of immigrants are fastest growing demographic of 

American youth2

• >40% poor children (nationally) are children of immigrants2

https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/sites/default/files/research/immigrants_in_tennessee.pdf
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/sites/default/files/research/immigrants_in_tennessee.pdf
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1876285921003752#:~:text=Children%20in%20immigrant%20families%20are%20becoming%20a%20larger%20share%20of,of%20all%20children%20in%20poverty.&text=The%20vast%20majority%20of%20children,91%25)%20are%20US%20citizens.
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1876285921003752#:~:text=Children%20in%20immigrant%20families%20are%20becoming%20a%20larger%20share%20of,of%20all%20children%20in%20poverty.&text=The%20vast%20majority%20of%20children,91%25)%20are%20US%20citizens.


Benefit Program Access Issues

• 5-year ban to safety net programs, includes naturalized citizens

• Mixed-eligibility household status and income requirements

• Inadequate translation services

• Cultural differences



Available Programs

• WIC does not require proof of citizenship

• School Meals does not require proof of citizenship

• Citizens and "qualified non-citizens" can qualify for SNAP, 

WIC, CNP

• Refugees and Asylees can qualify for SNAP, WIC, CNP



Why We Care

• Immigrant/LEP issues are a priority of TJC's casework, 

advocacy, and partner agencies

• Food should be a Human Right

• Our clients speak many languages

• SNAP and safety net creates growth for families AND the 

economy



TIRRC

Luis Pedraza (he/him)

Resource Coordinator

Luis@tnimmigrant.org



TIRRC



TIRRC



TIRRC



TJC Casework

Anna Luttrell (she/her)

Nutrition Client Advocate

SNAP Caseworker for 

Tennessee Justice Center



Veterans of color are twice as likely to live in poverty as the overall veteran population (14 percent compared to 7 percent

Citizenship Requirements

SNAP

Public charge does not apply

Who is eligible?
• Immigrants with Lawful Permanent 

Residency (LPR)/ a Green Card for 5+ 
years

• Children under age 18 with 
LPR/citizenship with no 5-year waiting 
period

• Cuban and Haitian entrants
• Most refugees with no waiting period

WIC

Public charge does not apply

Who is eligible?
• Tennessee residents
• No SSN necessary
• No proof of status necessary
• Pregnant/postpartum 

women, children under 5



Latino Memphis

Carmen Hunter (she/her)

Welcome Center Specialist

carmen@latinomemphis.org













● Helping apply via DHS portal
● Assistance with Renewal/Changes/Simplified form

● Faxing, uploading verification documents and forms

El Centro SNAP Services

El Centro on average helps about 6-10 
clients apply for benefits per week. We 
facilitated faxing docs or forms on behalf 
of clients between 2-5 times a day. 



Challenges

▪ Accessibility

- No email

- Internet access

- Portal not smartphone friendly

- No more Faxes

- Drop offs (no transportation)

- Long phone wait times/language barriers

- Questions about benefits/how to apply

▪ Education Barriers

- Spanish is their second language (Speak home langauge like Kʼicheʼ and Mam)

- Digital Literacy

- Poor education



LM Support

o Digital Skills 4 Life
o Language Line Access
o Setting up portal for clients that don’t have one
o Reading letters and documents from DHS
o Making sure client understand that DHS is mailing a few 

documents together to make sure they don’t miss 
deadlines



•ADVOCACY/ACTION 
OPPORTUNITIES



Legislation

LIFT the BAR Act /Federal Legislation

• Reintroduced soon (by Rep. Pramila Jayapal)

• Potential legislation for 2023 Farm Bill

• Lifts 5-year bar on "Lawfully present non-citizens" to 

accessing safety net programs like SNAP

• If passed, 1.2 million people would benefit3

https://www.migrationpolicy.org/sites/default/files/publications/mpi_snap-brief-2023-final.pdf?emci=4610fde4-cfd8-ed11-8e8b-00224832eb73&emdi=578b1565-5ed9-ed11-8e8b-00224832eb73&ceid=436397


• LIFT the BAR Week

• May 1-5, 2023

• Food Research and Action Center and Protecting 

Immigrant Families

• Sign up Now!

• LIFT The BAR Act Webinar from PIF – Will be in follow up 

email

http://frac.org
http://pifcoalition.org
http://pifcoalition.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSed0M6ash0ncgVb8nALlINNplZTLpyznTAYyGcLiT-rQvRLFw/viewform?emci=4610fde4-cfd8-ed11-8e8b-00224832eb73&emdi=578b1565-5ed9-ed11-8e8b-00224832eb73&ceid=436397


• LIFT the BAR Resources

• LIFT the BAR Act Fact Sheet from PIF in Spanish & English

• Five-Year Bar Resource kit for agencies

• 74% of Americans support expanding access

• Agency Letter of Support

• Individuals: Call your legislator!

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gbLEP8ECdPwlDDYuMKPMcS2Q3hMXzdfkDlU1rMDzxDA/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wKkhPCAvfrF9w6PkUSyXcimm9iyg5OBBSHYN-IvrcZ0/edit
https://pifcoalition.org/5ybresources
https://pifcoalition.org/resource/3-4-of-americans-support-expanding-immigrant-families-safety-net-access
https://pifcoalition.org/resource/lift-the-bar-act-support-letter
https://www.house.gov/representatives/find-your-representative


Information & Resources

• New York Times Article

• Urban Institute Report

• USDA eligibility info for non-citizen SNAP Access

• SNAP/USDA/FNS Guidance on non-citizen eligibility

• Protecting Immigrant Families website

• CLASP – Lists of resources

• FRAC - Food Over Fear

• Migration Policy Institute Report

• American Immigration Council TN Facts Sheet

• Academic Pediatrics Article

• Protecting Immigrant Families Webinar – In follow up email

https://www.nytimes.com/2023/04/06/us/politics/child-poverty-immigrants.html
https://www.urban.org/research/publication/immigrant-families-faced-multiple-barriers-safety-net-programs-2021
https://www.fns.usda.gov/snap/eligibility/citizen/non-citizen-policy
https://www.nilc.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Non-Citizen_Guidance_063011.pdf
https://pifcoalition.org/
https://www.clasp.org/protecting-immigrant-families-campaign-resources/
https://frac.org/research/resource-library/nilc-latinximmigrantfamilies
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/sites/default/files/publications/mpi_snap-brief-2023-final.pdf?emci=4610fde4-cfd8-ed11-8e8b-00224832eb73&emdi=578b1565-5ed9-ed11-8e8b-00224832eb73&ceid=436397
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/sites/default/files/research/immigrants_in_tennessee.pdf
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1876285921003752#:~:text=Children%20in%20immigrant%20families%20are%20becoming%20a%20larger%20share%20of,of%20all%20children%20in%20poverty.&text=The%20vast%20majority%20of%20children,91%25)%20are%20US%20citizens.


QUESTIONS?
Tennessee Justice Center

Crys Riles (they/them)
Anti-Hunger Advocate
criles@tnjustice.org

Signe Anderson (she/her)
Director of Nutrition Advocacy
sanderson@tnjustice.org

Anna Luttrell (she/her)
Nutrition Client Advocate
aluttrell@tnjustice.org

Vanessa Zapata (she/her)
Nutrition Attorney
vzapata@tnjustice.org

mailto:Criles@tnjustice.org
mailto:sanderson@tnjustice.org
mailto:aluttrell@tnjustice.org
mailto:Criles@tnjustice.org
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