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A MESSAGE FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Dear Friends,

Gazing out at this snowy day, I ponder the thrill of sledding born of powerlessness. I am more of a distance 
runner, which is a better fit at TJC. Even though TJC’s outsized impact over the past 28 years has never been 
easy sledding. It has often felt more like a long, uphill slog toward an uncertain future. This past year felt like a 
continuation of the same marathon in many ways, but with a crucial difference. It was finally clear that TJC is here 
to stay. For the first time, we could trust that we will be around for as long as it takes to make Tennessee the just 
and inclusive state, we all long for it to be.

2023 saw hard times for the Tennessee families that TJC is privileged to serve. Thousands lost vital health 
coverage, the foster care system was in crisis and food assistance that was supposed to reach hungry children 
within days routinely took months longer than expected to materialize – if at all. TJC ran all out, all year long, 
trying to address these injustices. 

And yet, there was much to celebrate. We moved into our forever home decorated with beautiful, donated art and 
equipped for the first time with new furniture and up-to-date technology. The space is filled with light, hope and 
energy, and we are surrounded by inspiring neighbors and partners. 

As the state prepared to reassess the TennCare eligibility of 1.7 million children and adults, TJC issued an 
urgent “Call to Collaborate” to help families maintain coverage. More than 2,000 volunteers, professionals and 
community agencies responded. With a series of webinars and ongoing technical assistance, we equipped partners 
to assist tens of thousands of families through the maze of paperwork. They helped us identify systemic glitches 
and get the state to correct them before more people were hurt. 

The Women, Infants and Children (WIC) program provides nutrition assistance to pregnant and post-partum 
mothers, infants and pre-school children. WIC has been shown to have a lifelong impact on children’s learning, 
earnings, health and longevity. Sadly, Tennessee’s WIC program ranks 50th in the nation, with only 40% of 
eligible children receiving benefits. TJC’s expertise and track record enabled us to win a large competitive federal 
grant to identify and address systemic barriers to WIC participation, so that more moms and babies can get the 
nutrition they need to thrive. For school-age kids, we launched a campaign to win universal school meals, so that 
all kids can eat healthy and be prepared to learn.  And a year-end campaign won state acceptance of a new federal 
program to supplement children’s nutrition during summers.   

In November pro bono co-counsel and national nonprofit partners moved to town for 2 weeks, and we put on 
proof in federal court in a TennCare case about the irreversible consequences of losing health care. It was the first 
major trial in TJC’s 28-year history in which I was not directly involved. I got to attend as a spectator.  Watching 
our team and heroic clients, my heart almost exploded with pride. They rose to the challenge and provided world 
class proof that people with disabilities deserve accommodation before losing coverage and demonstrated why 
no one should be deprived of coverage without fair notice and a chance to correct the state’s mistakes. While we 
don’t expect a decision in the case for months, the lawsuit has already pressured the state to make reforms in the 
TennCare eligibility process. These systemic reform efforts are grounded in the insights and inspiration that come 
from deep personal connections made with thousands of clients, neighbors and partners, as we work together to 
confront injustice. 

Amid a marathon of a year, there were moments where we jumped on the sled and the ice took us on spectacular 
rides full of sublime gifts and triumphs that we could have never imagined or orchestrated. More quickly than 
we had dared to hope, the new office has become a place for building community and is now the community’s 
building. In October, the mayor and other leaders dedicated the building and its moving mural depicting the 
sixteen first graders, several of whom joined us for the dedication, who in 1957 faced down angry mobs to 
desegregate Nashville’s schools.  Since, the building has hosted church services, a bar association gathering, arrest 
record expungement clinics, TennCare and SNAP enrollment fairs, and a listening tour convened by the head 
of the Federal Consumer Financial Protection Bureau. Neighbors used our commercial kitchen to prepare over 
1,000 Thanksgiving meals for the neighborhood. Our new food pantry, stocked by city schools and churches as 
well as One Generation Away and Second Harvest, has made the building a valuable resource in Nashville’s most 
food insecure area. Sleeping under the snow and ice are 1,500 tulips planted by enthusiastic volunteers.

Thank you for being part of the magical, diverse community of love that comprises the Tennessee Justice Center 
and makes its work possible. Whether we’re running or sledding, your solidarity and support keep us going.  
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MISSION
To relentlessly protect and improve the laws, policies, and programs that secure dignity 
and opportunity for all Tennesseans.

VISION
We envision a state where Tennesseans, across the lines of race, class, age, ability, and 
gender, have their voices heard and their most basic needs met. 

CORE VALUES
The ideals that guide our work and drive our daily efforts towards justice for all 
Tennesseans: Compassion | Excellence | Knowledge | Courage | Joy

OUR HISTORY
We have been in this work since 1996, standing alongside Tennessee families and 
helping them gain access to the programs and benefits necessary for them to live. 
After Congress placed restrictions on legal services programs, effectively creating 
a two-tier justice system, community and bar leaders from all parts of the state 
and across the political spectrum established TJC to provide legal representation to 
Tennesseans who fall in the gap.

WHAT WE DO 
TJC helps families from Memphis to Mountain City cut through the red tape and legal 
barriers that often deny them vital services like healthcare and nutrition. Using what we 
learn from individual cases, TJC pursues systemic reforms that benefit all Tennesseans. 
We advocate for public policies that will make Tennessee a more just, compassionate, 
and inclusive state for all. 

OUR COMMIT TMENT TO EQUIT Y
TJC believes that diversity, equity and inclusion are vital to our mission of ensuring 
justice for all. We recognize that racism is foundational to the social and economic 
disparities that plague our nation. We work to achieve opportunity, security, and dignity 
for all Tennesseans. We tackle barriers to inclusion by humbly focusing on what’s 
broken both inside and outside of TJC. 
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S Y S T E M  CH A N G E S
PROTECTING HEALTH COVERAGE
In April the COVID public health emergency officially ended, triggering review of the TennCare 
eligibility of over 1.5 million Tennesseans in a process that continues throughout 2024. Half are 
children, and most of the adults are elderly, pregnant or have severe disabilities. The state projects 
that 500,000 will lose their coverage. Three-fourths are terminated for failing to navigate the 
dauntingly complex process, rather than because they fail to meet eligibility criteria.  

TJC developed an “all hands on deck” strategy for informing the public, training volunteers and 
engaging organizations across the state to help people maintain their coverage. With a series of 
webinars and ongoing technical support, TJC trained and supports over 1,000 volunteers and 
professionals who assist families and refer problems to TJC staff. This immense team effort has not 
only provided direct assistance that has preserved coverage for thousands of people but has enabled 
TJC to get the state to address several systemic issues that were affecting thousands more.  

In a week-long trial in November TJC and pro-bono colleagues from three national firms presented 
their case in a class action challenging procedural defects in the TennCare eligibility process and the 
state’s failure to accommodate the needs of people with disabilities.  The case seeks injunctive relief 
requiring the reinstatement of 108,000 people wrongfully terminated, the prospective reform of 
TennCare notices and appeals, and the creation of an effective system for accommodating people 
with disabilities.  A ruling is expected by mid-2024, but the state has already adopted some reforms 
under pressure from the lawsuit. 

IMPROVING CHILD NUTRITION
In 2023 TJC launched a comprehensive multi-year strategy to improve nutrition for children from 
birth to adulthood, by improving the state’s administration of three vital federal nutrition programs 
that improve children’s cognitive and physical development, with lifelong benefits in learning, 
earnings, health and longevity.  

• The Women, Infants & Children (WIC) program provides supplemental nutrition to pregnant 
and post-partum mothers and to their infant and pre-school children. Tennessee ranks 50th 
in the nation, with only two of every five eligible mothers and children receiving WIC. TJC 
advocacy will benefit thousands of children during a crucial period of their brain development. 

• School meal programs provide much needed food security in Grades K-12. For years, TJC 
has played a leading role in expanding these programs across the state. Our next goal is to win 
approval of universal eligibility in all schools, a policy shown to materially improve education 
outcomes for at-risk children.  

• The Pandemic-EBT (P-EBT) program provided nutrition assistance to millions of children during 
the COVID pandemic, proving the value of such assistance when school meals are unavailable. 
Congress authorized a new “Summer EBT” program when school is out, but Tennessee was 
one of a handful of states that did not sign up. With a December deadline looming, TJC led a 
coalition of educators, agencies and children’s advocates that persuaded officials to opt in at the 
last minute. As a result, 644,000 low-income Tennessee children in grades K-12 will be eligible 
to receive Summer EBT starting this year.



A DVO C AC Y  FO R  TE NNE S S E A N S
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Systemic issues identified and addressed 
by working individual cases and in 
collaboration with partner organizations

Individuals engaged in meaningful action 
(attended trainings, called representatives, 
wrote letters, volunteered, etc.)

New partners added throughout the 
state, focusing on groups led by and 
serving communities of color

Volunteer hours leveraged

1,297

9,409

Established partners actively 
engaged throughout the state

1,582

17,929

55

When systemic problems impact lots of people, TJC steps in to find out why they are 
happening and what can be done to correct them. We address these issues through 
the court system. We partner with community organizations to educate and inform 
lawmakers and members of the public, and we equip Tennesseans with the tools needed 
to make their voices heard. 

AT A GLANCE



CH A M PI O N S  FO R  FA MILIES

1,844
total cases

80
counties reached

$5.2M
total client benefits

secured



CH A M PI O N S  FO R  FA MILIES

DiJuana Davis reached out to TJC when a visit to the 
emergency room revealed the termination of her and her 
children from TennCare without prior notice. DiJuana 
battles severe anemia, which requires infusions; and her 
children also suffer from severe medical conditions. As a 
result, reliable health insurance for her family is crucial. 
Faced with this crisis, the Davis family turned to TJC for 
assistance to reinstate their health coverage. To DiJuana’s 
surprise, she discovered that TennCare had sent renewal 
materials to an unknown person at an unknown address in 
an unfamiliar city.

DiJuana courageously stepped into the role of a key 
witness in the A.M.C. vs Smith trial, a case that focuses 
on individuals who have wrongfully been terminated from 
TennCare. Her testimony vividly illustrated the profound 
impact of even a temporary loss in health coverage. At trial, 
she recounted how the loss of insurance made a critical 
surgery impossible and resulted in a lasting illness. TJC 
currently awaits the trial ruling.

In the face of adversity, DiJuana works to raise awareness 
by sharing her story, urging lawmakers to institute changes 
to prevent such tragedies for other families. She advocates 
for TennCare to address mistakes promptly and to recognize 
that real people’s health is at stake. Her story underscores 
the urgency for systemic improvements in healthcare 
processes— which is what TJC fights for everyday.



2023  FIN A N CI A L  INFO RM ATO N

TJC relies on private foundations and generous donors to make 
our programmatic work possible. In 2023, 21 private foundations 
granted TJC $1.5 million and 951 unique donors contributed $1.3 
million to our programmatic work.
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TOTAL INCOME
$3,451,629

TOTAL EXPENSES
$3,329,527

9% Occupancy
7% Office & Operating
9% Contracts
2% Fundraising
        (Non-Personnel)

73%
Personnel

46%
Grants &

Foundations

38%
Contributions

17%
Earned Revenue

& Interest

Excludes one-time, non-recurring 
employee retention credit.

Based on unaudited financial statements.



B U IL D IN G  O U R  FUTU RE

8

TOTAL INCOME
$3,451,629

TOTAL EXPENSES
$3,329,527

In addition to the support received for our programmatic work, 
TJC received $848,882 in support for our continued Capital 
Campaign efforts in 2023. Thanks to this support, we have just 
$1 million left until we are debt free. We moved in to our new 
home at 155 Lafayette Street in August of 2023 and have already 
uncovered many new opportunities that a permanent home 
provides for better serving our fellow Tennesseans.

SPECIAL THANKS TO
FRANK AND AMY GARRISON 
KEN AND LYNN MELKUS 
MARLENE AND SPENCER HAYS FOUNDATION 
THE FRIST FOUNDATION 
MATT WILTSHIRE AND CRISSY WIECK  
BILL AND ROBIN KING 
HCA HEALTHCARE FOUNDATION
KHARIS FOUNDATION

$1M LEFT BEFORE 
WE SET TLE INTO 
OUR FOREVER 
HOME DEBT FREE!



IR I S  S O CIE T Y  MEMB E R S
The Iris Society honors donors who contribute $1,000 or more within the calendar 
year or include TJC in their estate plans. Like irises, we are known for our resilience. 
Like so many of our clients, partners, and community members, we are faced 
with seemingly insurmountable obstacles every day. We just keep working and we 
could not do so without our supporters. Their generosity and compassion allow 
us the opportunity to fight for the dignity, independence, and opportunity for all 
Tennesseans. 

Mike & Cynthia Abelow 
Chandrika Achar 
Ronette Adams-Taylor 
Edgar & Kathi Allen 
Denise Alper 
Dr. Kathryn Anderson 
Ms. Nan Aron & Dr. 
Bernard Arons 
Gail Vaughn Ashworth 
Dr. Margot Atkinson 
Laura Baker 
Paula & Bill Barkley 
Jim & Ellen Barry 
Ben Barton & Mayor 
Indya Kincannon 
Isaiah S. Beard 
Jane Beasley 
Sam & Pam Beckman 
Margaret Behm & Harlan 
Dodson, III 
Shaun M. Bennett 
David Berger 
Robb Bigelow 
Anne & Judson Blake 
Frank & Melissa Bloch 
Charles W. & Baylor 
Anne Bone 
Baylor Bone Swindell & 
Ryan Swindell 
Alexander & Jean 
Bonnyman

Rev. Anne B. Bonnyman 
Dr. Brian & Ms. Jean 
Bonnyman 
Mr. Gordon & Hon. 
Claudia Bonnyman 
Dr. Houston Bonnyman 
Paul Bousquet 
Virginia Bousquet 
Robert & Anne Brandt 
Lou & James Bryan 
Martin & Mary Liz Burns 
Bobby Burton 
Drs. Brenda Butka & J. 
Thomas John 
Sumter Camp & Sherry 
Knott 
Paul Campbell III & Emily 
Campbell 
David Cañas 
Dr. Angelo & Ms. Regina 
Canonico 
Frank & Kay Carter 
Richard & Vicki 
Chambers 
Julie & Jeffrey Chitwood 
Drs. Brian & Julia 
Christman 
Al Cocke 
Charlotte Collins & 
Gerald West 
Josh Collins 
Jim Cooper & Mary Falls 

Ellen Corenswet & John 
Morgan 
Nancy Corley 
Susan Steinmetz & 
William V. Corr 
Mary Bell Crossman 
Kevin & Katie Crumbo 
John & Joy Day 
Hon. Karl Dean & Ms. 
Anne Davis 
Matt & Beth Deeb 
Regina & James Derzon 
Mark & Sherry 
Deutschmann 
Jason Dinger and Kristen 
Keely Dinger 
Jacqueline B. Dixon 
Gary & Ginna Domm 
Andrew Dunlap 
Carol & Christopher 
Dunn 
Marshall & Michelle Eakin 
Sherie L. Edwards 
Dan & Zita Elrod 
Jim & Betty Emison 
J. Michael Engle & Pam 
Auble 
David & Kimberly 
Esquivel 
Dave Ettinger & Kitty 
Calhoon 
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Dr. Dale Farran 
Deborah & John Farringer 
Dr. Sabrina Finney 
Bernadette Welch & 
Chris Fischer 
Mary Flipse & Todd 
Dirken 
Cathy Folk 
Jon & Penny Frere 
Dr. Thomas Frist, Jr. 
Diana Gallaher 
Dr. Kevin & Ms. Alyson 
Gallaher
Sarah Fisher Gardial 
Michael & Virginia 
Gardner 
Frank & Amy Garrison 
Drs. Mark & Nan Gaylord 
Jeff & Allyn Gibson 
Harris N. & Danielle 
Gilbert 
Nate & Lillian Gilmer 
Carolyn & Drew Goddard 
Martin & Janet Gottlieb 
John & Mary Green 
Riney & Lynn Green 
James Groenke 
Judith Guerry & 
Charlotte Ann Shea 
Patricia C. Gunn, Esq. 
Joe & Desa Haase 
Susan & Charlie Hale 
Shellie Handelsman 
Miriam Harmatz 
Ruth Ann & William 
Harnisch 
Matt & Paula Harris 

Tamara Hart & Mike 
Jameson 
Jacob Hathaway & Sharon 
Ruiz
Hon. William J. Haynes, 
Jr. 
Frankie Hedrick 
Josh & Ellie Hedrick 
Nancy Miller Herron 
William H. & Jodi A. Hess 
Barbara J. Hill 
Ms. Lydia Howarth &  
Chancellor Nicholas 
Zeppos 
Joseph Interrante 
Sadiatou Jallow 
Drs. Kevin James & Julia 
Wood 
Norma James 
Robert W. & Emily Jarrett 
Michael & Barbara 
Johnson 
Michele Johnson & 
Jeffrey Hill 
Rick & Lynn Johnson 
Victor S. Johnson III & 
Mary Johnson 
Leon & Suellen Joyner 
Rita Kaplan 
Peter Coughlan & Sandra 
Keifert 
Bill & Robin King 
Britney Kirksey 
David Korones 
Susan Korones Gifford 
Hon. Walter Kurtz 
Brent & Jennifer Lankford 
Ed Lanquist 

Mitsuki Laycock 
Ken & Bev Leiser 
George T. Lewis III
Ms. Catherine Link & Dr. 
Kirby Pate 
Samuel & Mary Ann 
Lipshie 
Carla Lovell 
Rev. Diane Luton 
Sara Lynes 
Alex MacKay & Eric Lease 
Monica & John Mackie 
Nancy Fraas MacLean 
Dr. Robert & Ms. Marcia 
Mallard 
Dr. Kathleen Maloy 
Cynthia Mann 
Hon. James G. Martin, III 
Brooks & Bert Mathews 
Neil & Maureen McBride 
Dr. Conn & Ms. Betty 
McConnell 
Woodley McEachern 
Catherine McEvoy-Smith 
Miriam F. McFadden 
Hon. C. Creed & Ms. 
Janie McGinley 
Joseph & Thelma 
McGrory 
Patricia Meadows 
Ken & Lynn Melkus 
Lauren E. Melkus
Drs. Charles & Alice 
Mercer 
Dana Migliaccio



IR I S  S O CIE T Y  MEMB E R S
Dr. Bob & Bonnie Miller
Sarah Miller 
Christine Modisher & 
Marsha Williams
Dennis & Sharon Monroe 
Barbara J. Mook 
Mika Moser 
Virginia Murphy 
Karen Neal & John 
Berggren 
Kristie Helms Nettles 
Dr. John Newman & Ms. 
Rebecca Lyford 
Mary Nichols 
John & Christina Norris 
Michael & Linda O’Neal 
Drs. Freida H. Outlaw & 
Lucius Outlaw 
Mary Mountcastle & 
James Overton 
Robbin S. Page 
Hon. George & Ms. 
Ophelia Paine 
Celeste Patterson & 
Doug Meech 
Dr. Douglas & Ms. Anna 
Pearce 
Bart & Christy Perkey 
Jim Peterman 
Nancy Peterson Hearn 
Todd Phipps & Laura J. 
Sell 
Matt & Patsy Powers 
Allan & Jimmie Lynn 
Ramsaur 
Kay & David Raybin 
Cary Rayson 
Colin & Brenda Reed 

Michael & Lizzy Reed 
Dr. Brenda Reilly & Mr. 
Neil de Crescenzo 
Willa F. Reister 
Dr. Barbara C. Reynolds 
Brian D. Roark 
Dr. Charles & Ms. Ann 
Roos 
Donald & Linda Rubright 
Macey & Jim Rubright 
Michael & Maureen 
Schlacter 
Andy & Robin Schneider 
Nelda Schreiber 
Tom Schulman 
Beneva Schulte &  Paul 
Orzulak 
King & Judy Self 
Ray & Phyllis Sells 
Dr. William & Ms. Karen 
Shannon 
Joan B. Shayne 
Ralph & Harriette Shivers 
Mike & Lisa Shmerling 
Hon. Andy Shookhoff & 
Ms. Eva Sochorova 
Dr. Buzz Sienknecht & 
Ms. Sharon Bandy 
Leonard B. Simon & 
Candace M. Carroll 
Susan Simons 
Russ Overby & Sara 
Smith 
John & Wanda Sobieski 
Joe & Joanne Sowell 
Shirley & Stuart Speyer 
Dr. Isabel & Mr. Brooke 
Stanley 

Alyssa Stines 
Mr. James Stranch III & 
Hon. Jane Branstetter 
Stranch 
Jack F. Stringham II & 
Anne Stringham 
David Super 
Elizabeth & Tom Surface 
Matt & Judy Sweeney 
Steve & Jeanne Thomas 
Bob & Mary Battle 
Thompson 
Greg & Carla Thurman 
John & Sandee Tishler 
Liz Slagle Todaro & Corey 
Todaro 
Dr. Susanne Tropez-Sims 
Phillippe & Katherine 
Villers 
Vikki Wachino 
Alex & Mary Wade 
Bill & Janet Warfield 
Harriet Overton Warner 
Robert & Michelle 
Watkins 
Dr. Jule & Mr. David West 
Dranda Whaley 
Scott & Vickie Willis 
Dr. Susan & Mr. Ashley 
Wiltshire 
Matt Wiltshire & Crissy 
Wieck 
Dr. Charles & Ms. Sally 
Womack 
Stephen & Jamaica Zralek 

Legacy Donor

TJ C  IN  AC TI O N
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TJ C  IN  AC TI O N
Our Donors Make Our Work Possible



B OA R D  O F  D IREC TO R S
Jeff Gibson -
Board Chair
Denise Alper
Sherie Edwards
Deborah Farringer
Shindana L. Feagins, MD
Sabrina Finney, MD
Sarah F. Gardial
Mike Gardner
Nate Gilmer
Sarah Griswold
Nita Guinn
Patricia Gunn, Esq.
La’Kishia Harris
Joshua Hedrick 
Teaka Jackson

Sadiatou Jallow
Kevin James, MD
Britney Kirksey 
Jennifer Lankford
George T. “Buck” Lewis
Sara Lynes
Neil McBride
Mika Moser
Moniqueca N. Navarre, Ph.D.
Kristie Helms Nettles
Freida H. Outlaw, PhD, RN 
Robbin Page
John Tishler
Susanne Tropez-Sims, MD 
Jaeleigh Johnson - Young 
Leaders Council Board Intern

FOUNDATION AND PARTNER SUPPORTERS
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R A I SIN G  T HE  BA R
Raising the Bar is a three-year pledge program for law firms. Support from 
law firms enables TJC to take on exclusively non-paying cases. These cases 
ensure that families across Tennessee, regardless of their financial means, have 
access to vital services. 

BRONZE LEVEL

SILVER LEVEL

GOLD LEVEL

PL ATINUM LEVEL
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