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Advocates to Hold Press Conference to Protect Funding Ahead of
Senate Vote on Life-Threatening Medicaid Cuts

Kingsport, Tenn. — A broad coalition of Tennessee advocacy organizations, including
Second Harvest Food Bank of Northeast Tennessee, will hold a news conference in
Kingsport on Thursday, June 12, at 12 p.m. to call on elected officials to protect
Medicaid and SNAP funding for Tennesseans. The Senate is expected to vote on
proposed cuts before the end of June.

Medicaid and SNAP are essential to the health, stability, and future of Tennessee
families. Nearly 1.5 million Tennesseans rely on Medicaid for health coverage, including
half of all children in the state. Medicaid helps children thrive in school, supports care for
serious conditions like cancer and heart disease, and ensures families can access
preventive care before emergencies arise. SNAP (formerly known as food stamps)
provides nutrition support for low-income families, helping nearly 280,000 children in
Tennessee grow, learn, and succeed. SNAP not only improves health outcomes but
also plays a key role in reducing child hunger and supporting working parents who are
struggling to make ends meet.

The survival of Tennessee’s hospitals is also at risk, especially those in rural areas. A
mass loss of Medicaid coverage would result in higher rates of uncompensated care,
placing enormous strain on already under-resourced hospitals and forcing some to
close their doors. At the same time, cuts to SNAP would increase food insecurity across
the state, leaving schools, food banks, and local governments to fill the gap.

Proposed cuts will harm families, deepen poverty, and damage the state’s health and
economic infrastructure.

WHO: Second Harvest Food Bank of Northeast Tennessee, and partner advocacy
organizations, including American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network, American
Heart Association, American Lung Association, Tennessee Disability Coalition, Bridges
for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing (BridgesEAST), Tennessee Caregiver Coalition,
Mental Health America of the Mid-South, Family Voices of Tennessee, Stand for
Children Tennessee, Tennessee Justice Center
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WHAT: News conference to sound the alarm on proposed federal cuts that will devastate
both Medicaid health insurance and SNAP and harm Tennessee. Speakers will include
people with personal experience of having Medicaid and SNAP.

WHERE: Second Harvest Food Bank of Northeast Tennessee
1020 Jericho Dr. | Kingsport, TN 37663
WHEN: Wednesday, June 12 at 12:00 p.m. ET
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