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The Rev. Henry Blaze stands in front of Progressive Baptist Church. He says the ministry of working at Second Harvest “empowers, treats people with humanity.”

From worn trailer, pastor doles out hope

Preacher and volunteers give the hungry food, respect and the gospel

By TIM GHIANNI
Senior Writer.

The fresh linoleum floor in the
trailer lobby proves the Rev.
Henry Blaze is moving toward
his goal of saving the community.

“T was just working on a new

_ brochure to try to raise money to

replace the rest of it. Lot of traffic
here, wearing it out.”

The Sl-year-old preacher nods
from the lobby of the double-
wide to the bustling offices and
warehouse shelves.

Volunteers, coordinated by
Associate Minister Natalie Nel-
son, rapidly pull food iterns from
shelves and fill Second Harvest
emergency food boxes in assem-
bly-line fashion, just barely keep-
ing ahead of the needy who
come here for staples.

“Pm a people person,” says
Nelson, between hollering
friendly greetings to Edgehill-
area residents who seek nourish-
ment inside the yellow trailer in
the Progressive Missionary Bap-
tist Church parking lot.

“Being here gives me the
opportunity to Be in the heart of
an area some people have given
up on,” says Nelson, herself a vol-
unteer. “A touch or a hug might
help them. It's needed here.”

The boxes link those who
need and those who help at the
12th Avenue South church out-
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reach.

“There’s nothing more basic or
fundamental than folks just being
able to get bread. We all have to
do that at some point” says
Blaze, noting he’s feeding inner-
city souls as much as bellies.

“In terms of the Gospel, that
speaks to the community. Dr.
King called it-beloved commu-
nity. Jesus called it ‘the Kingdom
of God.’ It's where our hurnanity
is affirmed, our dignity and value
as human beings is protected,
nurtured and cultivated.”

By treating the needy with
respect and offering food, hand-
shakes and hugs without ques-
tion, the pastor and his church

- reinforce the humanity of the

ungry.
The “all-in-this-together” atti-

‘tude — which for two decades

has meant this church acts as an
outlet for Second Harvest —
fuels pride and self-respect.
From the yellow double-wide,
his pulpit on poverty, the pastor
attermpts to unify and educate so
people learn how to help them-
selves and their community sur-
vive. -
He has talked to them about
the TennCare changes and
options. And he rallies the troops
against things like school Junch

program cuts, which “hurt chil--

dren whose parents are the ones
who come for emergency food
boxes.” More cuts in lunch pro-
grams means more people who
need Second Harvest outlets and
similar outreaches.

The education of the commu-
nity is an offshoot of the love dis-
pensed in the yellow double-
wide. “This historically is our
primary ministry,” the pastor
says as more Second Harvest
clients shuffle out the door with
bulging boxes.

The worn trailer demonstrates
the quantity of need and service.

While Second Harvest pro-
vides the food and volunteers
provide the muscle, Blaze’s small
congregation of 40 active mem-

bers budgets $8,000 per year for
maintenance and operational
costs of the trailer.

“We got this part done,” says
the pastor, pointing to the new
linoleum. “But we’re having to
redo the whole thing. It takes a
beating, with people coming in
here to get their boxes, other
people working in here.

“And right now we don’t have
any funding. source other than
the church. That's why I'm doing
this brochure”

He also fears that the needs of
his clientele could easily be for-
gotten or at least obscured by the
changing cityscape, as upscale
residences and establishments
move in, making rent steep and
affordable housing increasingly
scarce.

“In the redevelopment of the
inner city, do poor people have a
place? One of the things were
trying to do with our food bank is
to reach members of this com-
munity. We know the ones who
have many needs because we're
here and see them on a fegular
basis”

Here, people are not anony-
mous in poverty Or generosity.

“Folks' appreciate the service
and the affirmation we give. “ he
says.

“This ministry empowers,
treats people with humanity.” B

CONTRIBUTE OR
VOLUNTEER

* To contribute to or volun-
teer for the Progressive Food
Bank, call 292-3362 or 292-
3618. Progressive Missionary
Baptist Church is at 1419
12th Ave. S.

¢ Second Harvest Food
Bank of Middle Tennessee
serves 46 counties in Middle
and West Tennessee.

“The organization helps
individuals-and families in cri-
sis, senior citizens and the
working poor, in particular,”
according to Susannah Shu-
mate, vice president of mar-
keting and public relations.

To support the organiza-
tion with money, food or vol-
unteer hours, call 329-3491
or visit www.secondharvest-
nashville.org

Shumate says Progressive
Baptist Church “has been
with us a long time. They
serve some critical ZIP codes
with emergency food box
needs.”

The church serves resi-
dents in ZIP codes 37203,
37204, 37212 and 37215,

Progressive Baptist has
donated 3,015 emergency
food boxes since July 2005,
says Shumate.

“That's a good-sized
emergency food box site for
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